


HOME: BETWEEN HERE AND THERE 
is the outcome of a 10-week skills 
development workshop program for 
visual artists who are supported by  
SSI’s Humanitarian Services.

The workshops, delivered between  
April and June 2015 at Bankstown Arts 
Centre, provided an opportunity for 
sustained interaction and mentorship 
of the artists, who are seeking asylum 
in Australia, as they explored the 
notion of home. The workshops 
included mentoring sessions by artist 
Abbas Makrab, a gallery tour in the 
Chippendale Creative Precinct, and talks 
with established artists and curators. 

The exhibition development  
encouraged artists to discuss the 
theme of ‘Home’, resulting in varying 
interpretations of the concept. Yet the 
narratives represented in the resulting 
eight works coincide in exploring the 
experience of displacement and exile, 
the homeland left behind, and the 
unfinished journey to a new place to  
call home.

Showcased at the Bankstown Arts 
Centre and Adamstown Arts Centre 
in Newcastle from August to October 
2015, it is envisioned that the exhibition 
will also travel to a number of locations 
across NSW.

We would like to warmly thank Abbas 
Makrab for his commitment to this 
project. Thanks are also due to Vandana 
Ram at Bankstown Arts Centre for 
opening the Centre’s doors to the artists. 
We would also like to express our heartfelt 
thanks to all those who have supported 
this project in many ways, including Rod 
Pattenden at Adamstown Arts Centre 
(Newcastle), artists Carlos Agamez and 
Silvi Glattauer, Graeme Wienand and 
Sean McElvogue from Art Van Go. 

The biggest thank you goes to all 
the artists who participated in the 
workshops and made this exhibition 
possible.  

Carolina Triana 
Arts & Culture Coordinator  
Settlement Services International

Produced by Settlement Services International (SSI)  
as part of its Arts & Culture Program in 2015.



Born in Baghdad, Makrab is a Sydney-based artist whose vivid paintings, collage and print work draws on ancient Arabic 
stories and the role of myth in constructing culture and identity. Makrab has lived, worked and taught in Iraq, Jordan and 
Australia and has extensive experience working with migrant communities to produce major public art commissions, many 
of which can be seen in Western Sydney today. 

Makrab holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Painting) from the Baghdad Academy, a Master of Fine Arts (Painting) from the 
National Arts School, Sydney, and a Certificate III in Screen Printing, Ultimo College. His work has been exhibited in group 
and solo shows across Australia, Jordan, Iraq, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Damascus, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and 
Germany.

Settlement Services International (SSI) is a not-for-profit organisation providing a range of services in the areas of humanitarian 
settlement, accommodation, asylum seeker assistance, foster care, disability support and employment services in NSW.  
SSI is the largest not-for-profit humanitarian settlement organisation in Australia. 

This exhibition was produced as part of the SSI Arts and Culture Program for refugee and asylum seeker clients, a self-funded 
initiative established in 2014.

For further information on SSI’s Arts & Culture Program contact:
Carolina Triana, Arts & Culture Coordinator
E: ctriana@ssi.org.au  P: 02 8799 6700  M: 0435 865 084

#HomeExbitionSSI
ssi.org.au
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Artistic Mentor:  
Abbas Makrab

Produced by  
Settlement Services International 

Photos by Silvi Glattauer



Babak Jahangirzadeh was born in Iran 
where he completed a BA in Graphic 
Design.  His special interests are 
painting, sculpture, music and graphic 
design. He arrived in Australia in 2013 
where he is pursuing his love for the 
arts. As a visual artist, Babak has shown 
his works at SSI’s exhibition Art is Our 
Voice in 2014 and Colour and Music at 
the Iranian Hamyar Centre in April 2015. 
Babak is also a talented musician and 
performs regularly as the singer and 
guitarist of East Band.

Artist Statement 

Home! That great notion, it cannot be 
explained in a few lines. Family, mother, 
father, brother, sister, friend…

I have lost my home. There is no home 
now, and here I am, lost in the darkness. 
But I hope there’s still light.

Babak Jahangirzadeh

Where is my home? 
2015 
Oil on canvas
100 x 100 cm 

Photo: Graeme Wienand

Photo: SSI



Damon began his photographic journey 
more than 20 years ago with his father’s 
old Konica camera in Iran. He started 
experimenting by taking images of 
nature, people and his surroundings. 
Damon became interested in the 
details of objects and became drawn 
to abstract photography over time. He 
has since developed a distinctive style 
of work using photography and digital 
art. He has completed an Advance 
Diploma in Photography (2004-2007) at 
Jahad University, Karaj, in Iran. He has 
also completed studies in Photography 
Criticism (Theory) at the Mahe Mehr Art 
& Cultural Institute under acclaimed tutor 
Hamid Severi. Damon was employed 
as a full-time photographer at Zibaloon 
Advertising Agency, Tehran until he 
made his journey to Australia.

Damon has exhibited extensively in Iran 
and now in Australia. He has shown his 
work both in solo and group exhibitions. 
Damon has exhibited his work at SSI’s 
Art is Our Voice exhibition, in 2014 to 
great acclaim, held at both Verge Gallery 
and Stirrup Gallery. He has also recently 
shown his work in Holroyd Council’s 
Foyer Gallery for Refugee Week.

Artist Statement 

The piece I have created for this 
exhibition speaks of the concept of 
home. As an asylum seeker, home is 
kept close to the heart, but at a distance. 
Home needs to be reinvented many 
times because the concept of home is 
not a fixed idea. My story is endless  
and vast.

Home can be a physical or a 
psychological place that changes due 
to our circumstances, yet the basic 
ideas remain; home as a sanctuary, as 
a place of belonging, but also a place 
of displacement and turbulence as is 
experienced by the asylum seeker.

My work crosses both boundaries.  
My intention is to focus on the concept 
of home as a place of protection from 
a hostile system. In my work we are 
confronted with the cage as a real 
presence and also as a symbolic force. 
As an Iranian artist I am aware of the 
restrictions imposed under a repressive 
regime where free expression and 
criticism is heavily penalised. I hope to 
bring to light to Australian audiences 
some of the issues in my country.

Damon Amb

Solitary Confinement
2015
Photography and digital art
100 x 133 cm

Photo courtesy of the artist 

Photo: Jenny Papalexandris



Farid was born in Tehran. He started 
painting at the age of 4, after his mother 
noticed a creative streak in him. He 
graduated with a Civil Aviation degree 
in Iran before arriving in Australia 
in 2013 with his wife and children. 
Aside from painting, Farid is also an 
avid photographer, an activity that he 
combines with oil painting and drawing 
in his work. Farid specialises in the 
portrayal of the human figure. Home: 
Between Here and There is Farid’s first 
public exhibition in Australia. 

Artist Statement 

In my art, I like to capture the beauty  
in mundane objects and places. For this 
oil painting I wanted to represent the 
many objects that symbolise ‘Home’.  
For me, these include the tar, a 
traditional Persian instrument, and 
the Persian rug which is passed from 
generation to generation and is found in 
every Iranian home.

All these objects remind me of my 
parents, and the home I have left 
behind. 

Farid Assadi 

Missed Home 
2015
Oil on canvas
100 x 100 cm 

Photo: Graeme Wienand

Photo: Silvi Glattauer



Hayder completed a BA in Fine Arts 
at the University of Baghdad, in his 
native Iraq, in 2008. From 2009 to 2011, 
he worked as an art teacher with the 
Ministry of Education of Iraq.

Hayder had his first solo exhibition at 
the College of Fine Arts (University 
of Baghdad) in 2008. After arriving 
in Australia in 2012, he exhibited at 
Christmas Island North West Point IDC, 
SSI’s Art is Our Voice exhibition (2014) 
and has volunteered his expertise as an 
art teacher. His main goal is to continue 
developing his art in Australia. Hayder 
also co-directed a short film named 
The Suffering of the Asylum Seeker in 
November 2014. 

Artist Statement 

Memories are formed by life 
experiences: the family I grew up with, 
the country I was born in, the culture and 
traditions passed on to me. When you 
are away, memories help you keep the 
connection with what you left behind. 
They become essential.

My work is made up of symbolic patches 
of memories.

Memories are my home now. 

The only things we’re left with when 
we’re gone are memories. 

Hayder Shakir Al Bdairi

Memories 
2015
Mixed media on canvas
100 x 100 cm

Photo: Graeme Wienand

Photo: SSI



Mahdi, who was born in Iran, has a 
passion for calligraphy, creative writing 
and painting. After finishing school, 
Mahdi began painting and decorating 
city walls in Iran where he enjoyed 
turning dull city walls into colourful and 
bright themes.

Growing up in a socially oppressed 
society, Mahdi used his artistic ability 
to express his feelings about the 
everyday struggles of people in Iran. 
The majority of Mahdi’s art is a reflection 
of the struggles and circumstances he 
has faced. Mahdi exhibited his work at 
SSI’s Art is Our Voice exhibition in 2014, 
demonstrating his wish to tell his story  
to the Australian community through  
his art. 

Artist Statement 

Following my arrival in Australia, my 
enthusiasm for painting has grown 
stronger. Painting and colour have 
always been a part of my life. It takes 
hours, sometimes weeks, to feel 
the colours. They help me keep my 
memories alive. 

I fear of the war, I fear of being away 
from my family. I fear of tomorrow and 
the lack of a safe place to call home. 
I fear of an uncertain future that I’m 
always worried about. I feel like a 
heartbroken prisoner in a cage.  
This is my nightmare.  

I am Mahdi, with inexhaustible energy  
to create. 

Mahdi Jahangirzadeh

Nightmare 
2015
Oil on canvas
100 x 100 cm

Photo: Graeme Wienand

Photo courtesy of the artist



Mohanad was born in Nasiriyah (Iraq). 
He started painting when he was six as 
he was encouraged by his grandfather, 
who bought painting material for 
him. After graduating from the Arts 
& Carving Institute in Iraq, Mohanad 
moved to Syria where he kept painting, 
drawing and showing his works in 
several exhibitions. Due to the ongoing 
conflict in Syria, Mohanad had to leave 
the country and is seeking asylum in 
Australia. He specialises in drawing and 
oil painting, and his areas of interest 
include landscapes and human figures.

Artist Statement 

1. I have left home, but I haven’t 
forgotten where I came from. Many 
things remind me of home, like 
colourful ice cream, my family, and 
my childhood. But now they are just 
the same, they all look the same. 

2. I came for a new life but I haven’t 
found the freedom I’m looking for.  
I’m silent. 

3. (…)

4. A miracle happens. A new life waits 
for me. 

Mohanad Al Ghezi

Look but don’t talk  
2015
Mixed media on canvas
100 x 100 cm

Photo: Graeme Wienand

Photo: Silvi Glattauer



Mohammed Alanezi is a multi-
disciplinary artist working in the areas 
of photography, performance and 
graphic design. Mohammed lived in 
Iraq where he obtained a degree in 
theatre performance from Basra’s 
College of Arts. In Baghdad, he had his 
own studio and appeared in a number 
of productions as well as radio plays. 
Mohammed’s photographs have been 
exhibited widely throughout Iraq.

Since his arrival in Australia in 2013, 
Mohammed has been involved 
in various projects, festivals and 
exhibitions. Highlights of his work in 
Sydney include a short film that he co-
directed, The Suffering of the Asylum 
Seeker, aired at festivals in Sydney; 
art and photography exhibitions with 
SSI; performance in ‘Origin, Transit 
and Destination’ with Australian 
Performance Exchange; theatre projects 
with the Iraqi community; photography 
exhibition for Sydney Writers’ Festival; 
and performance in ‘Little Baghdad’, 
an immersive experience held at 
Powerhouse Youth Theatre.

Artist Statement 

My work carries many meanings to the 
theme of homeland because I came 
from one that introduced the most 
ancient civilisations and cities. 

For a personal reason, I chose the 
Australian poet Bill Tibben as the 
subject of my picture to embody the 
theme of homeland. I saw in Bill’s face 
my father’s. My father had always been 
the homeland I resort to when I am 
exhausted. I sharpened the wrinkles to 
refer to my personal suffering due to 
migration and search for safety after 
losing my father.

I have mixed elevations with wrinkles to 
manifest the extent of fusion of history 
and destiny of the father, the symbol of 
homeland for me, with those of the son, 
myself. 

Mohammed Alanezi

Elevations and Wrinkles 
2015
Photography prints on wood 
100 x 65 cm

Photo: Graeme Wienand

Photo courtesy of the artist



Sefullah is from the Iranian village of 
Palk Lak of Arkvazi, in the Illam Province, 
where he lived before making his journey 
to Australia. Sefullah is a self-taught 
artist, who researches different styles of 
painting and schools of thought. He is 
inspired by landscape and nature. 

Sefullah started producing art 
professionally seven years ago.  
While in detention, he was involved  
in designing murals and paintings.  
He has shown his work at SSI’s Art 
is Our Voice exhibition in May 2014 
and StirrUp Gallery’s Refugee Week 
exhibition in June 2014. Over the last 
year, Sefullah has also participated in 
a number of art exhibitions, including a 
show at The Red Gallery in Redfern. 

Artist Statement 

When I was a child, sunsets in my village 
were quite intense and bright and I was 
fearful of the sun going down. Those 
days are finished and I am grown up 
now. I now think about those days as  
the best of my life; the days of the past.  
I miss Friday sunsets in my village.

Sefullah (Amir) Akbari

Friday’s Sunset   
2015
Oil on canvas 
100 x 100 cm

Photo: Graeme Wienand

Photo: SSI



Contact

SSI Head Office
Level 2, 158 Liverpool Road
Ashfield NSW 2131
t:  (02) 8799 6700 
e:  info@ssi.org.au

Parramatta Office
Level 1, 81 George Street
Parramatta NSW 2150
t:  (02) 9685 0100




